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Agenda for the Annual General Meeting on Thursday 24 May 2007 at 7.30pm in the Winston Theatre, Students' Union, Queen's Road, Clifton, Bristol

1. Opening Remarks

2. Apologies for Absence

3. Minutes of previous AGM and Matters Arising

4. Reports from Officers

5. Resolution adopting Reports and Accounts

6. Presentation of Trophies and Certificates

7. Election of Officers

· President

The LMC nominates Gerald Mobbs, the current Vice-President

· Vice-President

The LMC nominates Andrew Borkowski

· Chairman

The LMC nominates Graham Mill-Wilson for re-election
· General Secretary

The LMC will make a nomination

· Match Secretary

The LMC nominates Dave Tipper for re-election

· Treasurer

The LMC nominates Roger Hardy for re-election

· Adjudication Secretary

The LMC nominates Gerald Mobbs for re-election 

· ChessTimes Editor

The LMC nominates David Collier for re-election 

· Congress Secretary

The LMC nominates Graham Mill-Wilson for re-election 

· ECF Representative

The LMC nominates John Paines for re-election

· Grand Prix Secretary

The LMC nominates Geoff Gammon for re-election 

· Recruitment and Publicity Officer

The LMC nominates Peter Saunders for re-election 

· Tournament Organiser

The University of Bristol Chess Club will be asked to nominate a candidate 

· Webmaster

The LMC nominates Dave Tipper for re-election

· 4NCL Team Manager

The LMC nominates David Buckley for re-election

· Auditor

The current Auditor is Martyn Sellars 

8. Election of Life Vice-Presidents


9. Bristol Chess Educational Trust

· Trustees' Report

· Donation from the League

10. Renewal of membership of the Friends of Chess

11. LMC Motions (see below) 

12. Any Other Business

LMC MOTIONS

The following motions are proposed by the League Management Committee. Each motion is a proposed rule change, and requires a majority of two-thirds of those voting. Amendments may be taken from the floor. The current League Rules are printed in the back of the fixture book.
Motion A.  General Powers of the LMC
It is proposed that the League Rules shall be amended as follows: 

Delete Rule 2.2.a and replace it by the following:

"In the case of any infringement of these Rules by a Member Club, the LMC may impose an appropriate penalty, which may comprise a fine not exceeding £25, a deduction of points in the Team Championships, or the
disqualification of a team or teams from one or more competitions. Such a penalty shall take account of the gravity of the infringement, and where appropriate due warning of an infringement shall be given to the Member Club prior to the imposition of any penalty."

In Rule 3.7 delete "the LMC may fine the player's club a sum of £2" and insert "the LMC may impose a penalty as set out in Rule 2.2.a".

[Explanation: The current Rule 2.2.a authorises the LMC to impose a fine of £5 in the case of an infringement which takes place after due warning has been given. The rule has been in place for many years and the amount of £5 is no longer appropriate in the case of a flagrant breach. Moreover, in the case of some types of infringement, a monetary fine is less appropriate than a penalty which affects the offender's chances of winning a competition. In an extreme case it might not be appropriate to give due warning prior to the imposition of a penalty.

The LMC sincerely hopes that this Rule would only exist as a deterrent, and would never have to be put into effect.]
Motion B.  Eligibility of Players
It is proposed that the first sentence of Rule 6.3.h shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

"Where a club has two adjacent teams in non-adjacent divisions (e.g. "A" team in division 2 and "B" team in division 4), the players registered on the two lowest boards for the more senior team may play for the more junior team."

[Explanation: This is a simple tidy-up to clarify the current rule. The LMC considers that the wording of the existing rule does not make it sufficiently clear that the two teams must be adjacent (e.g. "A" and "B" teams).]
Motion C.  Team Championships 

It is proposed that the League Rules shall be amended as follows:
In Rule 1.2.b delete "£24 per team" and insert "£24 per team (for teams in divisions 1, 2 and 3) or £16 per team (for teams in all other divisions)".

In Rule 6.1.d delete "Each match shall be between two teams of six players" and insert "In divisions 1, 2 and 3 each match shall be between two teams of six players. In all other divisions each match shall be between two teams of four players".

In Rule 6.3.a delete "at least six bona fide members" and insert "at least six bona fide members (in the case of divisions 1, 2 and 3) or at least four bona fide members (in the case of other divisions)".

In Rule 6.3.e delete "six players" and insert "a team consisting solely of players".
In Rule 6.4.b delete "until 10.00pm" and insert "until 9.40pm".

In Rule 6.4.c delete "1¼ hours" and insert "65 minutes".

In Rule 6.4.d delete "37 moves in 1¼ hours" and insert "32 moves in 65 minutes".

[Explanation: The LMC is aware of more than one club whose membership has dropped below six active players but which still wishes to play League chess. We wish to maximise the number of people playing chess in Bristol, and to avoid clubs dropping out of the League. After consideration we feel that the best solution is that Division 4, and hopefully a revived Division 5, should consist of teams of four players.

The amended time controls in Division 5 are intended to facilitate an introduction to competitive chess for juniors and other beginners. 


We intend that any team which still wishes to play with six players will be accommodated in Division 3 or above.]
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