Bristol Chess Grand Prix: Rules.
1.  Entry and eligibility.
1.1.  Anyone registered for a club who plays in the Bristol and District Chess League is eligible.  This also extends to members of clubs who have had to withdraw from the league during the season.

1.2.  Membership of the ECF under the new membership scheme is not a prerequisite for Grand Prix eligibility, as a number of events are not graded, and these will be open to non-ECF members.

1.3.  There is no cost to individual players to participate.  Any player who takes part in an event that the organisers wish to include is automatically entered.

1.4.  The Grand Prix shall run from the 1st of May to the 30th April of the following year, to allow prizes to be given out at the League AGM.
1.5.  There is one section comprising all entries.  Sub-prizes, such as a grading prize or junior prize, may be awarded as circumstances dictate.
2.  Events.

2.1.  Inclusion of an event in the Grand Prix is at the discretion of the event organisers.  However each event must state on any entry forms that it is part of the Bristol Chess Grand Prix, and also the multiplier that will be applied to points gained in the event.

2.2.  The multipliers shall be at the discretion of the organisers, but as a guide the general pattern is a multiplier of 10 for long time controls typical of weekend events, a multiplier of 5 for a rapidplay, and a multiplier of 1 for blitz time controls.

2.3.  Each event will be required to make a contribution for the overall prize fund, worked out as being a sum in pounds equal to the number of rounds multiplied by the event multiplier.
2.4.  Each event organiser shall be responsible for forwarding the appropriate prize find contribution and complete result list of all players (and club they are attached to) and final scores to the Grand Prix Secretary.  To allow records to remain up to date this must be done no later than one month after the event.  A receipt shall be issued for the prize fund contribution by the Grand Prix Secretary if requested.

2.5.  The results from events will not be included in the Grand Prix until the full contribution has been received by the Grand Prix Secretary.  If no submissions are made to the Grand Prix Secretary and/or correspondence not replied to after one month after the date of the event, the event shall be excluded from the current year’s Grad Prix.
3.  Scoring.

3.1.  Upon completion of each event, the scores shall be submitted to the Grand Prix Secretary, who will then update the overall score tables and forward to the Webmaster for inclusion on the Bristol and District Chess League website.  Updated tables will also be posted on the league’s Facebook goup page.
3.2.  Any event organiser may request an up-to-date copy of the grand prix tables for display at their event.  To allow for the fact that the Grand Prix Secretary may not be able to attend all events, any such request should be made 3 days prior to the event to allow the Grand Prix Secretary time to verify the tables are up to date.  This will either be delivered in person at the event, or via E-mail no later than 24 hours before the event.

3.3.  The scoring formula is:  Player’s score for event multiplied by the multiplier of the event.  For example, a player scores 3.5 in the Gloucester Road Rapidplay; this event has a multiple of 5, so the player would score 3.5*5 or 17.5 grand prix points.

3.4.  Players gain credit for every event they enter.  There is no limit on the amount of events a player may take part in.
3.5.  In the event of two players having equal points, the player who has entered the greater number of events shall be placed in the higher position.
4.  Prizes.

4.1.  To qualify for any prize, a player should have entered a minimum of three events (with at least one scoring a multiple of 5 or above) or scored a minimum of 40 points.  If this results in no players being eligible, then the Grand Prix shall be declared null and void for the season and no prizes will be issued, and the fund will be rolled forward into the following years’ prizes.
4.2.  Prizes will be determined at the end of the season based on the number of events and size of the total prize fund.  The prize structure will be prizes for the top 5 plus the junior prize.
4.3.  In the event of two players finishing on equal points, the tie-break shall be applied as in 3.5 above.  If this fails to resolve the issue, the two prizes will be combined and shared equally among the two players.  Should the issue relate to the final place for prize money, then the prize will be shared between these two players.

4.4.  The prizes will be issued as cheques to be handed out at the AGM.  Should the player not be there to receive the prize, then a fellow club member will be asked to pass it on.  If no member from a club is there, then the cheque will be sent to the secretary of the club to pass on.

4.4.  Any unclaimed prizes will be returned to the prize fund and be added to the following year’s prize pool.  Any prize will deemed to be unclaimed if it has not been cashed within 6 months of the League AGM, and the cheque will be cancelled.
5. Junior Grand Prix
5.1.  A junior is considered to be a player whose 18th birthday falls on or after the 1st of September of the Grand Prix year.

5.2.  The elegibility for the Junior Grand Prix prize is the same as the main competition, set out in 1.1 above.
5.3  The junior prize shall be awarded to the highest scoring junior that meets the criteria in rule 4.1.  The prize will be the Junior Grand Prix trophy and a monetary sum.

5.4.  Should the junior prizewinner take one of the main prizes, the junior will win whichever prize is the greater in value.  Should this be the main prize, then the cash prize will be awarded to the second highest scoring junior; otherwise the remaining cash prizes will move down one place in the table.

5.5.  The prize will be declared unclaimed as per rule 4.4 above.  However, the award will then pass to the next eligible junior player under rules 1.1, 4.1 and 5.1.  Should no further junior be eligible, the prize will be returned to the prize pot.
Revision date – 12 January 2016.

