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Around the Clubs

s league championship race is poised to
yme one of the most exciting for years.
wtual winners CLIFTON A have had a
start, losing to both HORFIELD A and
ILLS A. BATH has been the side to

| and look like leading at the halfway
. The tables show Horfield A in a
position with 100%, but this is
ading as they look likely to have
| up just one or two points from the
our matches. CLIFTON B and UNI-
Y A are ready to pounce if Bath

easier 1o sce what's really happening

are in (perhaps one benefit of not
adjournments). There do scem 1o be
ge number of defaults this season, and
Jeam is already in danger of being

Division 2
Pld DP Pts
- 9 Grendel A
Sun Life A
Nailsea A
Thornbury A
Downend B
Cossham A
University B
Cliton C
Keynsham A
Clevedon A
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Division 5
Pld DP Pts
14 Sun Lite B
10 Clevedon C
Hanham C
Civil Service
University D
Grendel D
Downend D
Clifton E
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All-Play-All 3 times

thrown out of the league. Just seven more
default penalty points and CLIFTON E will
automatically be disqualified!

KEYNSHAM’s Jeremy Hendy has had a
excellent season so far, playing well above
his rating of 128. In September, he took first
place in the Golders Green Under 150
Rapidplay in London with a perfect six
wins, and then, last month, he got a draw
against GM Stuart Conguest in his simul-
taneous display (Conquest’s, not Hendy’s)
at Horfield (see page 13).

CLIFTON’s Dave Collier is the League’s
new Treasurer, taking over the post from his
club colicague Adam Stirling.

DOWNEND have an excellent club newslet-
ter called Versus. Editors Terry Hewitt and
Nigel Wilcox produce a lively mix of
results, articles, results and games.

continued on page 16

Division 3

Pld DPPts

- 18 Cossham B
South Bristol B
Bristol Royals A
Horfield C
Clevedon B
Nailsea B
Grendel B
Clifton D
Downend C
Sea Mills B

Pld DP Pts
- 14
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Division 6

Pld DP Pts
10 Thornbury C 10 15
10 Bristol Royals B 8 14
8 Hanham D 10 14
9 Nailsea D 9 12
8 Downend E 9 s
7 Keynsham C 8
9 Grendel E 10
9 Harambee B 6
Ali-Play-All 3 times
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« Delault Penalty Points. One league point has been deducted for every ten DPs.




4 Bristor Cness TIMES

Hannover win the Exchange

Steve Boniface

or the exchange visit o Germany
F (2-4 Oct) this year’s squad was:

Huw Oliver, John Richards (Hor-
field); Paul Helbig (Bath); Dave Twine, Bob
Bagshaw (South Bristol); Chris Hunt (Clif-
ton); Ted Freeman (Sea Mills); and mysell
(Grendel). This represented a fair mix of
clubs, strengths, experience of exchanges,
linguistic ability, and personalities.

The carly gelaway meant we were able to
parlicipale in the traditional Friday evening
quickplay. After a couple of brief opening
speeches and the presentation of a genuine
Bristol Blue glass gobley, the games started
in carnest, enlivened by the presence of
several crates of strong German beer.

Saturday lunchtime, after the civic recep-
tion, we had the [irst "kleine Spaziergang”
(short walk) in a nearby park. Suitably
exhausted, we arrived at the first match
venue. Special mention must be made of
Bob, who Taid into his opponent (one of two
Australian exiles!) and put us into an carly
morale-boosting  lead. However, the real
struggle soon began and, despite an excel-
lent win by Paul, Hannover fought back 1o
a 4-3 lead. Making frantic efforts in time
trouble, Chris was unable to win with B+4RP
v N and we lost 4% to 3%,

A quick look at a German grading list
showed we were outgraded by at least 10
BCF points all the way down, so this was
no disgrace. Any disappointment was soon
forgotten in the evening when we visited
several historical landmarks with a liquid
connection and sampled the local "Hell”
beer. We found out why it's so-called the
next moming. Unfortunately, those of us
who eventually reached the new Capablanca
Chess Cafe were too tired 1o enjoy the
facilities fully.

On Sunday, we again started well when I
sprang a trap in the opening. Huw got a

(I 1o r): Ted Freeman, Steve Boniface and
Bob Bagshaw 1ake on the Germans

good draw against the German number one,
and John was handing his opponent a
second drubbing. Dave secured a hall point
after a dungerous middle game, but Ted
went down against a very tough player on

board 6.

Again we needed o win the final game o
tic the match. This time Paul was in the hot
seal and, despite an almost reckless atlempt
1 win, had to sectle for a draw in the
ending. The match was again just lost, but
there was little sadness as we went for a
litle walk to a large meal followed by a
party.

The wrip was most enjoyable, with the match
results less important than the good [riend-
ships forged and renewed. We look forward
to the return visit next year and hope that
even more from both cities will participate.
I welcome offers to act as hosts in 1993 any
time from now onwards.
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ry Humphreys

NS WX 16.9x13 §xd5 17.8)e5 f6
Hels Qe7 19.8e6 17 20.2d2 E
162 Qd6 22.Hael Qe5!? 23.80p5+
e is 23.&xg7] 23..fxgS 24.Hxes

ongratulations to Daniel Baleman,
winner of this month’s game.
Daniel, 15, goes to Downend School
has been a member of Downend Chess

b for two years. He had only played in
jon 6 uniil recently, so il was a big

1o play as a reserve in Division 3.
ver, he played with a cool head and
his experienced opponent sotme nasiy
s!

ngdon - D Bateman
am B-Downend C 1992

d5 2.3 6 3.2d3 e5 d.c3 e

Yl ed 6.8b5 3d7 7.2 xc6 Qxco 8.0-0

9.6)d2 Qxe2 10.%xe2 c6 11.a4 Bd7
exf3 13.%x3 Of6  1ded ¥Ypd

ae8

25. M xeS h6 26.c4 §3f6 27.h3 HeR

Dol Mxes 29.dxe5 ©ed

77

; %7 Z
gl B

.
%

e v m

now ends up with weak pawns on the
s side. Better is 30.e6+! ®xeb

@ap/ with a probable draw.
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30..8)x¢3 31.bxc3 Be6 32.He2 Hxes
33.8e3 hs 34.513 &5 35.Fe3? White
should play 35.g4 when he still has drawing
chances. 35..g4 36.hxgd+ Exgd 37.812
h4 38.c5 h3 39.gxh3+ Exh3 0-1

Opening Moves

A new chess club has opened in Bristol,
aimed at players aged 14 and under. It is
called Opening Moves and meets every
Sunday at Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Theatre, in Jacobs Wells Road, Clifton.

So far, the club has attracted a great number
of players, from beginners lo League
standard players. Beginners are taught the
moves, tules such as castling and en
passant, and skills such as how to keep a
scoresheet. In the advanced section, players
are given demonstrations of openings and
master games, play five-minute tournaments
and have a graded league based on the
games they play at the club.

New players are always welcome - just turn
up at 3.30 on a Sunday afternoon. The club
also needs adults, not neccessarily strong
players themselves, who can coach the
players or who have good ideas for new
activitics. For further information, phone
lain Bourne on 0272 668964 (cves),

Stroud Quickplay

Three Bristol League juniors played at the
popular Stroud Y2-hour tournament on 6th
December. For Daniel Bateman (see above)
and Darrell Rowbottom (Grendel's latest
signing) it was their first ever toumnament,
and both managed 1o win games. The more
experienced Cossham player Shane Roberts
scored 4/6 in the under-161 section. Three
other local juniors were present: Carl
Bicknell (Clifion College), Paul Fell (KLB),
and Richard Colfer (Marlwood). Richard
managed the excellent score of 3%%/6 in the
under-131 section.

Christmas Teaser

How many knights do you need to force
checkmate i your opponent has just a pawn
on hisfher R2, and your king is directly in
front of it? Is the answer different if the
pawn is missing? (Remember that you can
get knights by promoting pawns.) Answer
next issue.
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Tuson wins out in
combative Section 3

Richard Palmer

his section was keenly contested

I with four players in contention for
the ophy. Afler two rounds only

three players had 100% - Dave Francis
(Horfield), A Johnson and J Tuson (both
Grendel). Tuson had a half point bye in
round 3 while Johnson beat Francis to take
a clear lead. In round 4, Tuson demolished
Johnson in 14 moves to leapfrog in front.

In the final round, Tuson (3%) played
Francis (3), while Johnson (3) played § C
Roberts (Central), who had managed three
straight wins after losing to Tuson in the
first round. Roberts had a convincing win
while Francis-Tuson went lo a very tricky
rook + pawn ending where Tuson had the
edge. In the quickplay scramble, Francis
gave up his rook for a few pawns and then,
in what should have been a winning rook v
pawn ending, Tuson swapped off for a
draw.

So Roberts and Tuson tied on 4/5, with the
trophy going to Tuson on the second
tiec-break - his win over Roeberts in Round
One proved to be the decisive game of the
seclion:

J Tuson - SC Roberts
Round 1, Dutch Defence

Ld4 15 2.c4 )6 3.3 d6 4. Qg5 e6 5.e4

QAe7 6.2d3 0-0 7.8ge2 fxed B.Qxf6

Qxf6 9. R xed ¢5 10.0-0 ©d7 11.%d3 h6™!

This leaves the light squares around the king
very weak, but the allernative of ...g6 invites
a strong attack by €)f4, Hel-e3, and a
sacrifice on gb.

12834 &b6 13.Q2h7+ 17 14.Hael
He7!

Walking into a fork, but White threatens a
strong  attack with 15.%g6+ De?

Section

Bristol League Congress

16.Hxe6+! Qxe6 17. Eel. Best may be
14...e5 when afier 15.8p6+ &e7 16.83(d5 +
Qxd5s 17.9xd5+ Dd7 18915+ Heo
19.8¢2 a5 Black is still in the game.

15.9g6+ BI7 16.Ox18 cxdd  17.48xe6
QAxe6 18. g6+

Stronger is 18. Qg6+ Fe7 1915 Wa7
20.8Yd5+ winning a picce.

18..8e7 19.90d5+ Dd7 20.%ed QAxdS
2L.exds W8 22.Hel Hes 23. 215+ Sd8
2482

This should lead 1o a quick win - if
24..Be7 or el 25.¥%cB+! £xck
26. B xc8+#: if 24..HeS 25.%c7+ Bel
26. 26+

24817 25.267 [25.Qe6 wins quickly]
25..%d7 26.Qxe8 Jxe8 and White even-
tually won on move 53. 1-0.

uary 1993

game produced an attractive finish in
d 3:
Turner - P Coy

M xb71? Hxb7? After this White wins
force. If Black declines the offered rook,
30 % xd3, or ...Hxa3, White has no
ok, 31.4)d6+ Bbe 32.%b7+ B
ed+ Yrxed 3d.dxed Heo

44, Hade 35.%b5+ &d4 36.Hdl+ &3
Whar &2 38 %b1+ Bed 39.Hel+
02 40 e+

b5+ Bdd 36.%xc6 QLxad 1-0.

the diagram position, White's best move
1043 Heo (30..QxceS or L ExeS
|t xh7e AT 32.%xa6) 31.8xh7 win-
np matenial. Black might wy 31..c4
.2\.\(13 exf3 33486 14 (33.%p4
b8+ &d7 35.8e5+ and €xgd) 34.83
2 [otherwise 35.Hel] 35.Hb8+ &a7
&es5+ e 37.€xgb+ and White should
n

¢ one that got away...

7
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K Jones - G Cameron
Round 3

White has a strong attack. The clearest win
is to switch the direction of attack by
45.8h1. Black’s only try is 45... Ec8 after
which White wins by 46.83xbS+! Wxb5
(46...Ba8 47 &xc8+! QAxc 48.80cT+ elc)
47.Hal+ a6 48.H xa6+ Exa6 49.&as5+#

The game, which was already into the
quickplay finish, went 45.8cS+ &bs
46.5xb5 Hc8 47.%d6+ Wxd6 48.exd6

Stronger is 48.8xd6 Hc7 49.Hh8+ QAc8
50.Hxc8+ Hxc8 51.8 xc8 Hxc8 52.8a3
&He7 5305 Ebe 54.Fb4 with a won
ending.

48..Hdg 49.He7 Qc6 50437 Hxdé

51.8e6 Beg 52.8p7 Bd8 53.Ee5 14
54.8\e6+ B8 55.4\xf4 6 56.60h3 Hi3
57.He3 Hf7 58f3 Hh7 59.04 Qd7
Bh2 61.Hes

Qad  62.Hxds

Now 64..c3 threatens at least a
but White has the resource 65.
game continued...

64.. 012 65586 EHfl+ 66.&b2 Hf2+
67.5c377 He2+ # 041

It is interesting to analyse the end position,
a luxury that was not afforded to the players
in the quickplay ending! If 67.Bcl 3
[threat ... B f1#] 68.Hc5+ &b [else the
knight escapes with check] 69.Hxc3 Qxe6
which should be drawn.

An interesting try by Black is 67... 818
68.8c5 Hc2+ 69.&bl ¢3 and Black has
perpetual check.

erpetual,
ed. The



8 BristoL CHess TIMEs

After 64..Hf2 in the diagram position,
White can try 6594 Hxf4 66.€)c5
Hxd4? 67.Ha8+ &c7 68806+ Sb7
69.€3xd4 Hxa8 70.8)xb3 cxb3 71.8b2 but
the endgame is drawn.

SC Roberts - E Turner
Round 4, Guioco Piano

Led e5 2.6M3 §c6 3.2cd4 6 4.5c3
Ac5 5.0-0 0-0 6.a3 a6 7.d3 d6 8.Qg5 h6
9.2h4 Qo4 10.h3 Qh5 11.g4 Qg6
12.93d5 &h7 13.b4 Qa7 4.3 HeT?
15.93x16+ gxf6 16.Qxf6 Wd7 17.%d2
€6 18.8h2 £d8 19.hd £e6 20.85?!

Premaiure - after Black’s next, White has no
satisfactory way 1o defend h3. He should
prepare g3 by either exchanging the knight
on e6 or playing Hgl.

20634 21.9M5 QxI5 22.H gl
I 22.exf5 ¥xf5 White cannot defend h3.

22...Qxed 23.Hp3 Qc6? (23 QA g6 denics
While any counterplay.] 24.d4

24..4)h5 25.d5 Qb5? 26.2d3+ QAxd3
27.8xd3+ &g8 28.gxh6+ 1-0.

In the diagram position White, a piece
down, has a lot of threats and over the board
he is likely 1o win. Detailed analysis shows
that Black can hold on to a material
advantage with best defence.

A critical line is 25..4xg3 26.dxc6 bxch
27.fxg3 s 28.Hf1 égﬁ 29.2d3 ed
30.B14! exd3 31.Hh4 Hae8 [hoping for
32. B xh6+ ¥rxh6 33 gxh6 He2+] 32.@;@31
Wxd3 33.Bxh6+ B8 34 Hh8+#, but

January 1993

Black has 30..hxg5 31.2xe4 gxf4 ec.
when with two rooks against the queen.
Black has the betier chances.

In this line if 26..%xc6 27.2d3+ ed
28.1xg3 WdS 29.¥e2 Wxd3 30.%hS Sg8!
31.8xh6 (31.gxh6 e3 and the Black queen
defends the kingside.) 31..%e2+ 32.&%hi
W3+ with perpetual check.

Afier 24..93h5 in the diagram position, 1
think 25.Qd3+ wins for White, 25..c4
26.Hgd 3xi6 (26...exd3? 27.¥xd3+ wins
as in the game; 26..9(5? 27.Bh4 Y6
28.9¢c2) 27.gxf6 Hg8 28.Hhd Hge
29.Qe2 Hxf6 30. Qg4 ¥e7 31815+ wins,
or 29. Hag8 30.2p4 a8 31.015 Wy
32.Hgl and While wins by Hg5-h5, or
32..Gh8 33 Hxg6 Hxp6 34.Qxgs fxpé
35 Hxhé+ eic.

In the diagram, 24.. (5 is Black’s best try.
I can’t see a forced win for White, though
he has plenty of strong attacking possibili-
Lies.

A Johnson - SC Roberts
Round 5, Dutch Defence

Ld4 15 2.c4 )6 3.43¢3 e6 4.Qp5 Qe7
5.3 b6 6.5313 2 b7 7.8e2 0-0 8.0-0 d6
9.b4 ©bd7 108503 Sed 11.Qxe7 Wxe7
12d5 e5 13.9xed fxed 14.5d2 S3f6
15.%¢2 D8 16.8xed?!

This puts the White queen in the liring line.
However, Black has got much the beuer of
the opening and it 1s difficult 1o find a
decent move for White.

16..9xed  17.%xed  QAfS
19.%g3 Hf6 20.&h5?

White's only chance to stay in the game is
20.03 or f4 to provide a retreat for the
queen.

20...Eh6 21.Q g4 He6 22.h3 18 23.%nm2
Axgd 24.hxgd Hxpd 2503 HI6 2602
Hfg6 27.¢h3 g5 28. %92 h5 29.%h3 h4
30.

18. %13 o4

h2 hxg3+ 31.fxg3 Hh6 32.Hf4
Hxh3+ 0-1. )
D Francis - J Tuson
Round 5

This position was reached at the start of the
quickplay finish with Black needing a win
to gan first place outright. He had excellent

y 1993

wes with his passed pawn, White's
I pawns, and White’s king out of

continued 43. 2 b1 b3 44.Bxb3 [de-
tion?] 44..Hxb3  45.8xh6 Exf3
pre accurate is 45,.Fd5 46.Bg6 Beb
.I!'? Axr3 4815 Hg3+] 46.8eS Bhn3
xrs Hxh2 48.8e5 HhS+ 495
XIS+ 44

k should win the ending by 48..&c6
Weo 7 5005 Bag 51.06 Bes clc.

¢ endgame is very interesting Lo analyse.
ie's best try for a draw 1s 43.hd Ded
A Mt BdS I the rook is captured, it
stalemate, and 44..&d4? allows 45.Hcb
b5 46.F1bo)

A) 45 .Hd3+ Zeb 46.Bxh6  [After
e+ B6 there are no useful checks]
b b3 47.E8d1 b2 48.Hbl i 49.&n7
0hS Hb7 is rugsewang) 49..Hb8 50.h5
b7+ 51. 88 Hb6 52.Bh8 (other moves
spose) 52...Hb8+ 53.Bh7 BT 54h6
{6 and the rook must move.

) 45 Hc5+ Pe6 46.HeS+ Hi6
A7 Mxfs+ g7 48.Be5 b3 49.Hel b2
0. M1bl Hbs+ 51.&8gs4 &fs 5205 Hba
Hg3 &IS with an easy win.

{L7) 45. b3 aiming for a draw by repetition
A5 Be6 46.Fe6! Hb5 47.Hed+ &d6
AN &xh6 and White has at least a draw.
Wiack must avoid the tap 46.8xh6? &f6!
47h5 Ab7 48.Hbl b3 49.Hgl Eb8 (not
40, b27? 50.Heg6+ Bf7 51.Hgl+ Df6
82 M xb7) 50.2h7 b2 51.Hbl Df7 and
Wlack wins as in line (A).

80, it appears that White can obtain a draw
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by line (C).

Tuson was a worthy winner as the only
points he dropped were a half point bye and
a drawn game which he had the better of.
He had a convincing win over the other
player on 4/5, and he was the only unbeaten

- player in the section.

Placings: 1-2 J Tuson (Grendel), S C
Roberts (Central) 4; 3-4 D Francis (Hor-
field), G Cameron (Sun Life) 3%; 5-6 B §
Radford (Omnibus), A Johnson (Grendel) 3;
7-9 K Jones, P Walters (Nailsea, S
Finnimore (Horfield) 2'%; 10-12 E Fletcher
(Sea Mills), E Tumer, P Martin (Horficld)
2; 13 R Studer (Clevedon) 1%; 14 P Coy
(Nailsea) 1; G Wright (Harambee)
withdrew,

Bristol KO Cup Results.

Round |:

Clevedon 4'%4-3% University
Downend 6 - 2 Harambee.
Round 2:

Clevedon 214-514 Sea Mills
Nailsea 3%-3% South Bristol (+1)
Hanham 3 - 5 Thombury
Grendel 214-5% Clifton

Civil Service (O - 8 Horfield

Sun Life 0 - 6 Downend (+2)
Cossham 5 - 3 Keynsham

Bristol Royals 1%-6% Bath

Cup Draws

T he draw for the third round of the Bristol
KO Cup is:

Cossham v Clifton (28th Jan)
Sea Mills v Thombury (27th Jan)
Bath v Horfield (27th Jan)
Nailsea or

Downend
(25th or 26th Jan)

Bristol Individual KO Round 1 draw: R G
Sully v J K Fawcett; G Sirickland v S C
Roberts; J Tuson v D C Pugh; R Phillips
v M Bridgman; J W Nichols v A T Mordue;
J Snell v R Gage; M Daniels v J E
Richards; Shane Roberts v T Chinnick. All
games to be played by 20th January.

South Bristol v
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Chess Computers and Endgame Studies

Brian Gosling

ver the last decade a revolution has

been taking place which will have a

profound effect on the way we play
chess. Someone reading a chess magazine
for the first time can be forgiven for
thinking he has picked up the wrong
magazine, for page after page is about
Computers and Databases.

I, like many chessplayers, have mixed
feelings about this new development. Where
will it lead? Will it kill the enjoyment of the
game?

Well, recently I put my doubts bchind me
and | acquired a Fidelity Excel Mach lil
68000 Chess Playing Computer. This model
has been around for a few years and is by
no means the most powerful computer that
one can buy. I chose this model because it
was in my price range and offered good
problem solving ability. | wanted to sce how
useful it would be in my work as an
adjudicator in checking analysis and giving
a sccond opinion. To ascerlain how good
the 68000 was in endgame analysis one had
o have a graded standard with which to
compare it. The standard [ chose was the set
of graded studies in Speclman and Livshil's
book, “Test Your Endgame Ability” (Bats-
ford, 1988). So over the next few months I
analysed 60 studies taken from all fields of
endgame theory. They covered the complete
ability range. The results, and some of the
discoveries, were quite surprising.

Let us now look at some of the interesting
positions that came to light during the

project.
Study 1
V and M Platov, 1908

See next column.

=5

295 Speelman/Livshits Win?

A year afler this study was published, the
Platovs became [amous by winning the third
composing toumney in the Rigaer Tageblat
magazine. The prizewinning study was a
particular favourite of Lenin's. In both
studies, the knight played a central role. The
Platov’s solution to the above study is T.g3+
Dxps (1. Qxg5 2.7 Ar6 346 d5
4.a6 d4 582 wins) 285! Qd4 (or
RdB) 3.4€%6 wins. The a-pawn cannot be
stopped . from queening.

The computer did not like the move 1.p5+.
Instead it played 1.7 Rd4 2.8e2 fa7
3.813 &S with no clear outcome. Why
was this? Is the solution too difficult or is
the study flawed?

I began to move the pieces around and then
it occurred to me. After 1.g5+ ®xgs
2.4)c5, Black has a strong counteratiack
with 2..&g4! If White now plays 3.a6, then
.83 wins for Black. The move 3.®e2 is
also no good because Black plays
...2d4(d8). It is no wonder the computer
didn’t like 1.g5+. The move gives a pawn

away and helps Black in his counterattack.’

This study was indced flawed, but it can
easily be corrected.

y 1993

d M Plaiov, 1908 Correction by B
g, 1991

sluly 1s corrected by placing the Black
on ¢4 and the White king on ¢2. The
counterattack now does nol work.
time the computer came up with the
I solution which was the Platov’s idea
S+

uld ke o acknowledge Timothy
worth's help in checking the original
position. |

2

wain hine of the composer’s solution is
1 &e8 204 Hb2+ 3.Ex3 b3+
2! b2+ 5.&h1 Hbd 6.5 BbS 7.6
Ra7 Bae 0.Hgl! SDxe? 10.Hgs
11.0g7+ and wins the rook.

- molkov, 1948

Speclman/Livshits Win?
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All this is very pretty but it has a fatal flaw.
T had a suspicion that something was wrong.
Black has an important defensive resource
which the composer overlooked. Also the
computer could not find the correct idea
when playing at 3'4 minutes per move. So
I left it running overnight. I can understand
why Botvinnik wanted to develop a chess
playing computer. He has lost enough slecp
analysing those adjourncd games in the
carly hours.

The dcfensive idea which the computer
found overnight is 10 play the black rook to
the 6th rank where it is able to blockade the
pawn.

After 1.Hel ®e8 2.04, the move 2...Hb6!
sccures the draw. This is one of these rarc
positions where the rook is better positioned
in front of the pawn rather than behind.
Both the White pawns are weak, and the
White king is oo far away 1o defend them.
Bluck has time 1o set up a defensive position
to sccure the draw. 3.He5 Ha6. The pawn
must not be allowed any further than the
filth rank, for then Black cannot draw. 4.a5
Hf6. White can make no progress. 5. Hed
Ha6 6.Had Sxe7? 7.8x03. It is a draw.
By reversing the colours and making White
w move and draw, the study can be
corrected.

V. Korolkov, 1948, Correction by B
Gosling, 1991.

1.5d2 He8 2.%el a5 3.Hb3! Hed
(3..Bxf6 4. B3+ &ps5 5. Ha3 HeS 6.Ha2
4 7.8xe2 Hd5 8.Hd2=) 4.8Ba3 ad
5.Hf Hes 6.Ha3 Has 7.&xe2 &xfo=.
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Study 3
F Hey, 1913

272 Speelman/Livshits Win?
With White to move, the authors Speelman
and Livshits give the following solution
186! QAc7 2435 wins. I've no way of
checking the original, but I doubt if this is
Hey's solution.

This study is a good example of correspond-
ing squares. In order to give mate the knight
has to get to f7. From e6, the knight can get
to f7 from g5 and d8. So Black has only
one move and that is 1..2h4. The
corresponding square for ¢6 is h4. A whole
serics of comresponding  squares can  be
compiled.

The solution is 1.8Ye6 @ h4!=. The compu-
ter showed that White's threats of mate and
attack on the a-pawn can be met by accurate
defence.

It is interesting to note that both Fine and
Averbakh quote the same position. Fine
gives the name 'O. Hey' and also analyses
the position to a draw. Averbakh analyses
with Black to move but comes to the same
conclusion.

Study 4

To understand this position the computer
needs to search to a depth of over 16 plies.
This is near the theoretical limit for this type
of machine. Because it cannot reach this
search depth in the required time 1t fails to
find the correct solution.
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V Chekhover, 1950

283 Speelman/Livshits Win

The computer sees 1.5b87 &Bd8 2.5d6
Qa8! 3.&xa8 7! It fails to find the win
for White. This position afier 3..&c7 is a
well-known drawing position because the
White king is trapped. The computer has
enough ‘understanding’ to [ind the difficult
draw. To find the win the computer needs
to search decper 1o overcome Black’s
defence. The winning idea 1s to obtain the
same final position with Black to move! The
win was shown by Horwitz in 1885 and it
includes a fine knight manocuvre,

1.4ws Qa8 2.Bc¢8! Fe§ 384 Be7
4.85b8 &Hd8 5.80d6 Hd7 6.7 Heok
7.8xa8 He7 8.83d6! wins.

Conclusions

The final result from analysing ten groups
of six studies was a 66% success rate in
solving. Each group represcnted a different
type of endgame. The playing level chosen
gave an average response time of 3%
minutes per move. Studies solved by
overnight analysis are not included in the
result. Obviously, if these were counted, the
result would be very much higher, in the
order of 70-80%.

This is a brilliant result and indicates we are
only a few years away from a 100% score.
It means that most chessplayers have the
possibility of owning computers which can
play the endgame perfectly. These compu-
ters will have a grading in excess of 3000
ELO.

y 1993

ol you may ask, why do we need such
1! The study composers of the past
without such machines. Look at
¥, when he worked out the theory of
difficult ending - king and two
v king and pawn - he didn’t need
Ip of a computer. Yes, he was
with great mental ability which the
ly of us do not have.

that players interested in the
¢ will welcome such a machine.
few of us have the luxury of spending
thun a few cvenings a week on chess
. Such a machine will enable us to
more theory and know that our
witions are technically perfect. The
ser will be set free 1o concentrate on
er facels of his art. Composing will
more accessible to  players who
otherwise be put off by the sheer
¢ of theory they need o know. Often
s ure made to studies which are found
1o be technically flawed. This need no
happen. Hard pressed  judges and
walors  should  welcome  them with
urms. This doesn’t belitde the judging
s, The technical ability of the Judge
hus 10 be second o none. | know that
h ol what I have written is controver-
but 1 put it before you for your
dderation.

W computers have to be used wisely. To
them without understanding 1s hke the
wiboy who has no idea how to do his
b when his caleulator is taken away.

u West of England Regional Coach, | am
vinced of the importance of chess
puters in the teaching of cndgame
wy. Analysing studies is a uscful way Lo
Wl knowledge without tears. The chal-
¢ 10 all of us is to live creatively with
jputers so that they further enrich the Art
Chess.

ould like to acknowledge Terry Knight's
Ip and advice and in supplying the
nputer from  Competence, The Chess
mputer Specialists, PO Box 759, Wim-
ne, Dorset, BH21 5YH.

Hran Gosling, 1991
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GM helps Horfield
celebrate its 50 years

orfield & Redland Chess Club held
Ha simultaneous exhibition to cele-

brate its fiftieth birthday. Grandmas-
ter Stuart Conquest took on 29 opponents,
on Tuesday 1st December (exactly 50 years
to the day the club was formed in 1942).
Stuart scored 24 wins, 4 draws and just one
defeat; against Phil Nendick (Horfield).
Three of the four draws were also against
Horfield players: Huw  Oliver, John
Richards and Alan Williams. This meant the
four members of Horlield's first weam who
ook part beat the GM by 2V4-1¥4. The other
draw was secured by J Hendy of Keynsham
Chess Club. The youngest players were
Nick Jones, aged ten, and his sister Anna,
12, and Christopher Purnell, also 12.
Stuart was still recovering from tonsillius,
and so did exceptionally well Lo cope with
the migours of a simul lasting nearly five and
a hall hours.

Torbay draws the crowds

A record 229 competitors ook part in the
27t Torbay Congress, 20-22 November (5
rounds).

Open: 1 P Rossiter 445 2= A P Lewss,
F S Menadue, F Parr 4.

Major: 1= M F Hill, A Greet, R}
Barlow, R Burton, B Penaligon, J Coburn
4.

Intermediate: 1= D Cavalli, A Bowhill, K
Jones 4%4; 4 B Cooper 4.

Minor: 1= B S Radford (Bristol Royals),
B Rolls, G Rowan 4%; 4= M Buchanan, N
F Ingram, D S Tice 4.

Jingle buzzes

DOWNEND held a post-Christmas buzzer
tournament on 29th December. Tyson Mor-
due was the outright winner with 5%4/6.
Second equal were Mike Brigden and John
Richards with 5. Alan Williams was fourth
with 4%. Duncan Brown and Richard Jarvis
shared the Junior prize.
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Letters to
the Editor

Letters have been edited for the purposes of
clarity and space.

Direct Member rep

B | am pleased to inform you that I have
been elected to serve as representative for
BCF Direct Full Members, of which there
are now more than 1,000 in Great Britain.
Our strength gives us three voices on the
BCF Council, which is the ultimate decision
making body of the organization. It consists
of approximately 100 representatives, up 1o
half of whom auend the two regular
meetings a year - an AGM and a Finance
Meeting.

Above this sits the Management Board who
formulate policy and make recommenda-
tions for the Council to adopt. Eeing such
a large body, it is rare for Council to be in
total agreement on any matter, and the
substantial presence of Board members
together with the unpredictable effects of
proxy voles means that rejection of Board
recommendations 1S not common.

Nevertheless, Council is a democralic,
thinking, body. Ample evidence came for-
ward at the AGM on 19th September. An
attempt to remove the representative for
Women's Chess from the Management
Board, which had been pushed through
Board, was defeated by a large majority.
The President himself felt compelled to quit
the chair to express his feclings. After this,
the global motion to trim the Board to a
more manageable size fell completely apart.

The item which generated most discussion
was the proposed introduction of the
Game Fee to replace the Levy System.
Board wanted to launch a Pilot Scheme
based on a payment of 12%p per game
alongside a dying Levy charge. The full
Game Fee was expected to be 20p per
player per game when the Levy vanished.
Almost every delegate had his own feelings
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on the issue. Most vociferous were those
areas who had disaffiliated and declared
they would not rejoin until the Levy was
dead. I spoke on the adverse effect the GF
would have on Congresses (none of whom
will be exempt even if they insist on
registration!) and in favour of a two-tier
direct membership scheme. This would have
a basic level for registration and grading
only. My fear is that any additional burden
on independent toumaments on top of
ever-escalating hall charges will kill off
some events.

In the end, after several abortive attempts to
amend the proposals, the original paper was
adopted on the understanding that it would
be reworked and re-presented to an extraor-
dinary meeting carly next year.

Until the Bristol League gets its own
representative on Council, I shall be happy
to carry forward any concerns you may
have. As 1 am technically representing only
Direct Members, canl ask that general
matters be passed through the League
Management Commitiee. Direct Members
may contact me on (272 515869, If there
is enough interest, 1 will set up regular
‘clinics’ for DMs. My two co-delegates,
from London and the North-East, will be
acting similarly.

Steve Boniface Lower Easton, Bristol

Gradings are over-rated

B With regard 1o the BCF Player Registra-
tion Scheme (BCT no 89), surely a simple
questionaire to each club secretary is the
most democratic way of amiving at a
solution. I feel it is quite possible that
players in Divisions 5 and 6 have neither
grading nor tournament aspirations and
would be quite happy to forego their names
in print to reduce the cost of their hobby.

After all, many of these players must be
currently unemployed or retired but already
have to pay high club subscriptions. If they
are lost to the game, more clubs will fold.
Furthermore, juniors will be piiched into
league games against seniors far loo strong
for them and a string of defeals may see
them also lost to the club.

Arthur Hicks, Fishponds, Bristol.

)
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. )
rets of Rook Endings, John Nunn,
wlord, Pbk. 300pp. £17.99.

i is the fourth book in Batsford's
rels... series. As someone who has the
licr  publications, 1 can testify they
wire a lot of work to reap the benefits
lained in the texts. This latest volume 1s
exception.

n Nunn has again been commissioned by
pubiishers; a wise decision, given the
mense amount of raw material which had
be pulled together into a coherent format.
unn has established his reputation as a
wt-line chess writer and has produced
me notable works for Bawsford. [ am
minded  particularly of his  masterpiece
rety of Grandmaster Play, co-authored
jth Peter Griffiths. [ am singing Nunn’s
wises because s latest endeavour  has
learly been a labour of love: the exira he
L opuloin gives us more o ke out

st uainl oul straightaway that this book
wers [+ K v I endings “only™ In that
wee, s 10 worth the effort of study? Well,
Nunn says 1n his Inwoducuon, “the
cory of H + £ v B underpins the entire
heory ol rook endings” and s
lundamental” 1o understanding  all rook
dings. He demonstrates  this  statement
mnclusively as the book unfolds.

e Introduction makes fascinating reading.
Il the moves are “guaraniced 1o be
curate”. For this we can thank the
omputer and an endgame database which
works backwards from certain end (termin-
al) positions. The database calculates the
yesult of each position arising until every
legal position has been evaluated. Conse-
Wuently, every start position can be accurate-
Iy assessed as a win or a draw (with best
play). Nunn's role has been to exiract the
most useful information from a mass of raw
Wata, by means of a user-friendly interface,
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and to act as an interpreter for the reader.
He succeeds admirably.

The book has four chapters. Each chapter
examines positions with the pawn situated
on ils start square through to the seventh
rank. The files a - d are investigated in turn.
Playing through individual positions, |
thought: “what did | learn from that?" My
initial reaction was - not a great deal! After
all, the positions demand best play from
both sides and this is beyond most club
players. However, a process of osmosis
seeped in and | began to feel that a gradual
learning curve was laking shape. This was
aided by the sequence of positions - 1 began
to sec why a certain position 1s only a draw
but the next with, say, minimally different
king placements, is a win. For example:

B

This position 1s a draw. Analysis (abridged):
1.7 &5 2.8e7 Hes 3.7 Bds

4.8Bc7 &es 5867 Hbls 6.8 Hal
7.&¢7 Ha2 and While cannol progress.

However, move the kings one square along
the g-file and it's a win:

7 f///f;
. .

» // . 3 // % /
» »
?/’:”,ﬂ/// Y I o

B
Z i
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1.516 &4 2.Te6 Fed 3.Bd6 Hdd
4.8c6 and now matching the White king
with @c4 does not work this time because
5.Hc8! B xa7 6.8b6+. Therefore, 4...Hcl+
5.8b5 Hbl+ 6.Ha4 Hals 7.8b3 and the
Black king is too far from the pawn.

Working through this book, you will
gradually acquire a thorough grounding in
essential techniques and motifs (the tricks of
the long and short sides, drawing zones,
zugzwang for example). Nunn also intro-
duces us 1o the concept of reciprocal
zugzwang: Black to play loses, but White to
play only draws! Two hundred and nine
such positions are possible in this ending
and they are all in the text

Hold this book in your hand and it is
intimidating - 300 pages and 534 positions!
The sort a grandmaster carries for his
adjournments, you might feel. Well yes; but
there is also a great deal of valuc in it for
the player (probably in the 150+ range) who
is prepared 1o work hard on this aspect of
the game. At £17.99 it is nol inexpensive -
look on it as an investment. This book
deserves a good audience.

Martyn Sellars

King Marches in the Middlegame: The
Good and the Bad! Josel Marsalek,
translated by Vera Beranova, edited by Alan
Ashby, AVBA Publishing, pamphlet, 9pp,
£2.00 (inc p&p).

The spectacle of a king going walkabouts
early in the game under the gaze of the
enemy is often entertaining. | suppose it’s
because it is so rare that it seems so daring.
The first publication from Alan Ashby’s
new venture is a translation of just one
chapter from a Czech book which gives six
examples of games with hyperactive kings.
All these kings seem to prefer moving
sideways and there are no examples of the
king marching up the board to join the
attack. In his Editor’s Note, Alan reminds us
of Shori performing such a feat early last
year, and I would have liked to have seen
Alan perhaps add this game (and one or two
other recent examples) in an appendix as it
would enhance this pamphlet’s value. -
John Richards

Copies can be ordered from Alan Ashby, 57
Cotham Brow, Bristol, BS6 6AW.
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Find the Moves

An easier set this time. Answers on page 20.

7
7

A: A Alekhine - § Freeman
New York 1924
White to play and win

7

2%ﬁ

7;/

R

PO 4

B: A Aiekhine - E Bogoljubow
Wiesbaden 1929
White to play and win

Around the Clubs

continued from page 3

The HANHAM Congress organisers had to
call it off after failing to find a suitable
venue. Steve Boniface is trying to organise
a mini event combined with an arbiters’
training course for the same weekend (28-30
Jan). See the Diary for details.

The LEAGUE CONGRESS date has not yet
been fixed. Keep an eye on club notice-
boards.

wnuary 1993

lan Ashby

lan Ashby concludes his tour through the
ven of his own games he would most like
lake 1o a desert island.

ame Four

seorge Botterill - Alan Ashby
lington Open 1972

iilian Defence.

o4 3 .63 e6 3.d4 cxdd 4.83xd4 a6
3 o7 6.8d2 D6 7063 £6 8.0-0
5 9.4 h3 £e3 10.h3 d6

n unnecessary weakening move. Afler the
game, my opponent said he thought he'd
seen Petrosian play 10257 11.f4 €3g6 in
Hhis position.

1104 &ed 12,8 xed Bxed 1365 bd |not

11 &ed 14834 14.exfé bxed 15.0xg7
Axp7 16.%xd6 Wed 17.Hadl

17...2.b7

Alterwards, my suggested

opponent
17,26 and was impressed when [ pointed .
out 18.Q¢5!. The [ull subtlety now escapes
me, but Botterill wrned to Tim Harding,
who was watching the post-mortem, and
said ‘There’s one for your collection of
dynamic wailing moves’.

18.%d7+ B8 19513 QAdS 20.Hg3 h5
21.6%es W5 22.Hg5 i6 23.Hgxd5!
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y Seven Memorable Games

Played quickly, confidently, and intuitively.

23.exdS 24.Wxd5 Ha7 2544 Web
26.%d8+ We8 27.2¢5+ 1-0

An instructive loss. George Botterill is one
of the most pleasant individuals [ have come
across in chess. A umversity philosophy
lecturer, he once wrole the following
profound words: “As games go, chess s
very fair .. 1t compares very favourably
with all the things that go under the
designation ‘real life’, with all the stacked
decks, silver spoons, nepotism, favouritism
and disastious misforiunes that attend. In
comparison with the crazy unpredictability
of most of human existence, playing chess
is Bke a paradise of rationality.”

Game Iive

Simon Webb - Alan Ashby
Hendon-Islington, London League 1975
Rent

This game is included because 1M Simen
Webb s the strongest plaver 1 have cver
beaten. The game also has 1ts atlractions,
however.

1LAM3 ¢5 2.¢4 £)¢6 3.83¢3 g6 4.e3 d6 5.d4
Qu7 643 s T.41eS dxed!?

Black has no real compensation for his
ruined pawn  structure, but at least at's
non-theoretical and interesting.

8.e4 b6 9.2d3 €3h6 10.Qg5

Better is 10.f3 and an carly bd.

10..£6 11.82h4 &7 12.0-0 Qh6 13.e2
Probably better is 13.Eabl.

13..g5 14.Q2¢3 g4 15.Bab1 Qg5 16.2c2
hS 17.Qad+ B8 18.64 gxf3 19.gx13 Qh3
20.Hfd1 &)d6

The knight [inally reaches the Nimzovits-
chian blocking square.
21.%h1 &7 22.Hgl He8 [not 22818

23 Qxe5| 23.%d3 Qd7 24.2xd7 Yxd7
25.83\e2 hd 26.212 ¥n3
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White's best is probably to aim for ity
with 27. Hg4 5;4 28.8\xf4 exfd4 2;qﬂbgl

27.. 8 xcd! 28.d6 £)d2 29.bxc5 Wxf3+
30.49x13 O3 31 Bgdl Sealed move.
31..4)d2 32.Hxd2 Qxd2 33.dxe7 Hxe7
34.h3 bxes 35.Qxe5+ Ba7 36.Hdl Deo
37.2e7 Qp5 38.48)c3 Hacs 39.9)d5 &bs
40.8Bb1+ Fad 41.Bb7 Hcel+ 42.8h2
He2se 43.&h1 Hets 44.5h2 Qfds
45.9xf4 He2+ 46.5h1 exfd 47.Hxa7+
&bs 48.Axf6 Hels 49.8m2 He2s
50.%h1 13 51.Hb7+ Fe6 52.8b1 Hg3
0-1.

Game Six

Alan Ashby - George Wheeler
WECU Championship, Weymouth 1980
Sicilian Defence

This is my all-time favourite, without doubt.

1.e4 ¢5 2.4\3 e6 3.d4 cxdd 4.9xd4 &6
5.83¢3 §\c6 6.8)xc6 bxe6 7.e5 §idS 8.8 ed
We7 9.04 15 10.exf6 )xf6 11.Dx16+ gxf6
12.%h5+ &as
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13.2d2

With the subtle threat of 14.Qa5. If
13.8177 Qe7=

13..d5

Possibly more accurate is 13..Hb8 eg.
14.2a57 Qbd+=, 148f7= 14.2317 The
aesthetic value of this game is not dimin-
ished by the fact that around this point my.
opponent nodded off, awoke with a start,
and asked whose move it was!

14.83

14.2d3 may be even stronger, though
14...a5 is possible.

14..8b8 15.a3!

Not 15.Q2¢3? Hxb2!

15..Hxb2 16.2d3 ¥b6 17.Q2¢3 Hbls+
If 17..%e3+7 18 %21+

18.%e2 HExhl 19.2xf6+ Qe7 20.QxeT+
Sxe7 20.%p5+ BT 22805+ Be7
23.Bxhl Qa6

If 23.. 852 24 ¥est)

2495+ &7 25.8h5+ Her 26%’@:5
Qxd3+ 27.exd3 EHh8  possibly better is
27.. 818, 28.8513 Wh2

If 28..%b3 29. Hel! ¥xd3+ 30.8g2+
29.%c7+ &6 30.Hel Hb7

This position was pub]ished by Len Barden
in his London Evening Standard column
with the comments, ‘White (to move) aimed
for this simplified position but at first sight
doesn’t have much. However, his following
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Diary 5
Use this column to advertise your evenis.
It's free, but please send your eniries in
plenty of time to the Editor.
1993
Jan 16. Glos v Wilts, Somerset v Devon
Jan 25-29. Bristol Team KO quarter-finals.
Jan 30 (provisional). ARBITERS’ Training
Course. Tel: Steve Boniface, 0272 515869.
Feb 6. Somerset v Cornwall, Hants v Glos
Feb 13. TAUNTON. WECU Junior Jam-
boree at Ladymead School
Feb 22-26. Minor Club KO %-finals.
Mar 5-7. EXETER. East Devon Congress.
Contact: E G Sparke, 12 Westbourne
Terrace, Budleigh Salterton, Devon, EX%
6BR. Tel: 0395 442585.
Mar 8-12. Bristol Team KO Y-finals.
Mar 13. Cornwall v Glos
Apr 9-12. WECU Easter Congress (venue 1o
be fixed). Contact: Richard Rendell 0793
724039,
May 14-16. FROME Congress. Contact: G
Jepps, 27 Lockey Rd, Shepton Malletl,
Somerset, BA4 5RQ. Tel: 0749 344191.

Subscribe now to...
Bristol

CHESSTIMES

Bristol Chess Times carries all the
news about local chess.

Make sure you don't miss any of the
great items coming in the next few
issues.

Send £8.00 for ten issues (posted to your
home), or £6.00 for ten issues (sent to your
Bristol League club) to

The Editor, Bristol Chess Times,

7 Mayclife Park, Bristol, BS6 5JH

Cheques or POs should be made payable
to The Bristol & District Chess League.
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Find the Moves - Answer:

A: Alekhine announced mate in four B
1.HeB+ 4M8 2.480h6+ ¥Wxh6 3.HxM
Dxfs 4.8d8+ 1-0.

This game was one of 26 played blindfol
simultaneously by Alekhine.

B: 1.8e5+ 1-0. If 1..4&\xe5 2.Ha7+ &
3. 8ed+#
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